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Impressions of Nagasaki From the Viewpoint of a Thomas Glover Scholar

My name is Andrew, I am currently a final year law student, and I came to be in Nagasaki this summer through the Thomas Glover
Scholarship Award founded by Rotary clubs in Nagasaki and Aberdeen. The main aims of the scholarship are to share cultural experiences
in order to better relate to one another, and to strengthen business ties between the two cities following in the legacy of Thomas Glover. I
spent three weeks in Nagasaki and in that time I became very fond of the city.

Nagasaki is a interesting and vibrant place where ancient traditions comfortably reconcile with modern culture. What stuck in my mind
upon arrival was not only how much better the weather was, but also how visually stimulating Nagasaki is and how enthusiastic Japanese
people are. It was fascinating to see bright and colourful advertisements everywhere, food is a form of art, and it was intriguing to see an
abundance of city gardens and sites of cultural heritage frequented often by locals as well as tourists.

While Nagasaki is a city as far away from Aberdeen as one can imagine, everyone I met received me with such warmth and familiarity that
I felt the city became a home from home. From the very beginning of my stay the people were very amicable and so kind to me that I
settled into the local lifestyle with ease. Throughout the duration of my visit my friends in Nagasaki got me involved in many aspects of
Japanese culture to which I most grateful. In three weeks I experienced a multitude of speciality dining (all of which was delicious except
for natto), I visited ancient shrines, I enjoyed unique festivals, I participated in traditional arts and crafts, I

learnt about Japanese innovations past and present, and I was even treated to a wide range of leisure
activities. Despite some obvious nuisances of Japanese culture- like the superior diet for example- I felt that
the day to day lives of Japanese people bore a striking resemblance to the way of life in Aberdeen.
Spending time with my host families quickly revealed to me that many Scots and Japanese share the same
sense of humour and compassion, we also enjoy doing the same kind of things, and of course many of us
share the same affinity for alcohol.

During my stay in Nagasaki I met many people and I stayed with several host families. I came to Nagasaki
as a special guest and a representative of Aberdeen, at certain times I was also a teacher, but in the end it
was clear to me that I would leave Nagasaki as a friend.
Andrew Tweedie
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